Marcus Fyffe Dressage Brings
Diversity And Depth To Wellington
Story and Photos by Mary Adelaide Brakenridge

Wellington becomes a hot spot for dressage every winter season
as equestrians from around the world flock to the area to train
and show. Six years ago, Canada’s David Marcus and Australia’s
Nicholas Fyffe joined the group of dressage athletes gathered here,
and their meeting proved fortuitous on both a professional and
personal level.
The longtime partners married in
November 2015 and have now merged
their businesses to create Marcus Fyffe
Dressage in Wellington, allowing them
to better support clients while also furthering their own competitive objectives.
Both Marcus and Fyffe have impressive résumés and bright futures. Fyffe
grew up in Australia as part of a family of
racehorse trainers who taught him the
importance of high standards in horsemanship. After competing as an elite
gymnast, he returned to the equestrian
world, eventing at an international level
and then devoting himself to dressage.
Talented in working with young horses
and seasoned at the Grand Prix level,
Fyffe’s approach is grounded in years of
study in Germany. Among his success
stories is Fiero HGF, a PRE stallion that
Fyffe has developed from an unstarted
3-year-old all the way through to being
ready for his first Grand Prix start this
year.
A dual citizen of the United States
and Canada, Marcus inherited his interest in riding from his mother. He grew
up in Nebraska — as he points out, not
a dressage mecca — and his passion for
the sport led him to train in Canada
during the summers as a teenager. The
promise he showed during an impressive Young Rider career was validated in
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his transition to the international Grand
Prix ranks. Marcus went on to represent
Canada at the 2012 London Olympics
and 2014 Alltech FEI World Equestrian
Games with Chrevi’s Capital, a Danish
Warmblood gelding owned by Deborah
Kinzinger Miculinic.
Combining their businesses has
given Fyffe and Marcus a way to offer
greater stability and fresh insights to
their clients. Already experienced in
managing their own highly regarded
training operations, they bring their
unique backgrounds and shared core
values to the joint endeavor. Both professionals take a positive, horse-centered approach that helps clients of
all levels make steady progress toward
their personal and competitive goals.
“After we met, we started to collaborate and found that we were able to
help each other’s clients,” Fyffe said.
“We both have very similar goals with
our own riding and in the way we want
to develop our riders and our business,
yet our backgrounds are both quite diverse. If there is any issue with a particular rider or horse, one of us has probably dealt with this issue prior and feels
confident to work through it.”
Marcus agreed. “I think two minds
are better than one. We have very similar, complementary styles, yet we prioritize different areas in our daily train-

ing,” he said. “Together, not much gets
past us. We have time to be there for
our clients and compete ourselves. With
the two of us, we are really able to balance both the shows and the operation
of the farm. I think that is very hard to
achieve under one person.”
Among their many students competing with success on the Florida circuit
this season is Leah Wilson Wilkins of
Canada. Wilkins, a Grand Prix competitor and a professional herself, appreciates the chance to get feedback from
two different perspectives.
“Their styles are similar, yet different enough that maybe one of them
just says something differently or makes
a slightly different observation and it
clicks,” she said. “They do this in a manner that is encouraging and insightful.
They bounce ideas off of each other and
aren’t afraid to step in when they have a
suggestion, yet remain highly respectful
of the fact that we are all professionals
working in our own systems.”
Both Marcus and Fyffe work hard
to provide the highest level of care possible for horses, and their new permanent base has allowed them the stability
to take their operation to the next level.
“The quality of care is something
that I was raised on,” Fyffe said. “The
horses always come first. We are able to
do that in this community that is set up
for horse people.”
Marcus said that the challenge of
moving back and forth between Canada
and the U.S. every year had complicated
their staffing. Not only were there visas
and work permits to consider, but staff
had to be willing to live on the road
without a permanent home base.
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(Top) Nicholas Fyffe and David Marcus with student Leah Wilson Wilkins and Fabian JS
after Wilkins’ Grand Prix Special victory at the Adequan Global Dressage Festival 1 CDI-W.
(Lower left) Nicholas Fyffe rides Lily Zilo’s Esmaltado IV.
(Lower right) David Marcus and Chrevi’s Capital, owned by Deborah Kinzinger Miculinic.
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“Now everyone in our team can feel
at home and get situated with friends
and a sense of community,” he explained. “I think this has allowed us to
find another level of security. We have
a larger pool of staff to choose from in
Wellington. That has helped us to really
develop the team around us.”
According to Fyffe, the abundant
equestrian amenities in Wellington
help set their business up for success.
“It has the ultimate system in place
to produce horses to the highest level,”
he said. “The facilities, the feed stores,
the vets, the footing, and of course the
quality of riders and trainers around
makes you better.”
The two athletes feel that the Wellington community has helped them
find a balance in their lives.
“We are really committed to working very hard with the horses,” Fyffe
noted. “However, the livability of this
town means that we are able to have a
social life, be around like-minded people and friends, and have quality down

time as well. Finding that balance is
important, and in Wellington, we have
succeeded.”
Wellington is truly unique in the
horse world, Marcus added.
“Normally in the horse industry,
you’re on a farm and very removed from

city life,” he said. “We are young professionals who enjoy being able to go out
to restaurants and see our friends and
colleagues. This town really has given
us the best of both worlds. If you are going to be a player in the sport, you have
to be in Wellington.”

Marcus Fyffe Dressage owners Nicholas Fyffe on Fiero HGF and David Marcus on Binjora.
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