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and the total decided the outcome.
Story and photos by Stacey Nedrow-Wigmore Of herplanifofridinaitheliondy
: course, Lillie explained that most of the
longer lines walked pretty open. “Going
illie Keenan and C Coast Z jumped an ivy-covered curved wall next to the in, I thought I would just have to ride off
farm entrance gate, cantered through a narrow opening to a brown stone my eye and trust that what I saw would
- wall set next to a barn, over a hay wagon, then to a blown-down
tree. She galloped to the next field, past a pond and boat, across S T
a creek, over a hedge lane and exited the farm over an iron gate. 5 3 om0 \_n ..

While it might sound like she was out foxhunting across -
grand open landscape, Lillie was actually on her way to winning the 201 |
USHJA International Hunter Derby Finals, presented by Dietrich Equine
Insurance, at the Kentucky Horse Park in Lexington, August 20. Course
designers Pattick Rodes and Bobby Murphy transformed the Sheila C.
Johnson Arena into a barnyard during the final rounds, constructing a
farm entrance, lane, barn, fields, hedges, gates—and even brought a fox
and hounds (at least wood cutouts of them).

Under the bright arena lights and in front of the crowd of nearly
1,000 enthusiastic spectators, the [4-year-old from New Yortk, New
York, outrode seasoned professionals to take top honors. The original
starting list of 58 top horse-and-rider combinations from across North
America even included one of Lillie’s trainers from Heritage Farm, Patri-
cia Griffith.

This was Lillie's second year competing in the Finals on the | | -yearold
gray Zangersheide gelding. The former grand-prix jumper was originally
purchased as an equitation horse before he became a hunter. “l was definitely
surprised. I didn't think it was likely that a Junior could win,” said Lillie. “I knew I
was going to have to give it my all. My horse was ready, but [ needed to make it
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